
The first meeting of 2013 will be held on April 3rd!                                                                                                                                                      

Meetings will be held at the VFW in McHenry (3002 w IL Rt 120) the 1st Wednesday of every month 
7:30pm - 9:00pm.
 April - November.

Please send fish pictures and stories to 
william.spoonplugger.lorch@gmail.com 
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   Northern Illinois Spoonpluggers   

Spoonplugging 2013
  Another great year of Spoonplugging is here. It’s spring again and good walleye fishing can 
be had on nearby rivers like the Wisconsin river and the Wolf river. Right after ice-out on the 
Fox chain-o-lakes there can be some decent muskie fishing for those who are willing to put 
forth the time and effort trolling the breaklines and casting the shallows adjacent to productive 
structures. My best days on the Chain in the early season were those windy, cool, dark cloudy 
days. That’s when the muskies seem to move better. Early season muskies are caught by 
casters every year on Channel lake, lake Catherine and lake Marie in shallow water 6’ or less. 
We often hear about the caster that caught his big muskie in shallow water in the fall and in 
the spring. That’s because he’s working the shallows all day. Spots that many Spoonpluggers 
would just troll right by. So if you aren’t catching fish trolling the breaklines start casting those 
shallow running muskie lures in your tackle box that you rarely use anymore. Cast those 
shallow areas near the spots where you’ve caught fish in the past. Ten good casts with a large 
spinnerbait from two or three different anchor positions should check most spots for muskie 
pretty good and even if you don’t catch a fish you will be sharpening your casting skills. 
Casting is a big part of spoonplugging and needs to be exercised if you ever expect to make 
any great catches on the cast in the future.            Good Fishing       Bill Lorch
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